Interview with Floetry

Natalie: One love, this is the Floecist…

Marsha: And the Songstress…

Natalie: And we dey ya…Floetry

LV: We just saw your set and we’re blown away.

Floecist: Thank you…

LV: And one of the things I noticed was the chemistry and the camaraderie that you had on stage…when Marsha, was singing, I saw a lot of you, Natalie, singing with her…

Natalie: I love the songs, Man….I love what Marsha did on the songs, I love what I did on the songs, I love the musicians we have, you know…we all are children of the Most High, we discuss that, we build on that so, when we move forward, we go forward as a family unit and play to rejoice….that’s why we blend like that, we’ve been best friends for 14 years We finish each other’s sentences, we finish each other’s thoughts. So, that’s how we are on and off-stage. 

LV: And y’all met in England, right?

Natalie: Yeah, playing basketball. 

LV: What position?

Natalie: I’m a guard, I play 1 or 2.

Marsha: 2, 3, 4.

LV: Do you play football too, by chance?

Natalie: Yeah, I used to play; I used to kick some ball back in the day…

LV: Judgement!
Natalie: You have to, that’s the English sport, that’s like not playing basketball here. Soccer, everyone has a chance…I used to wear my #9 shirt.

Marsha: Liverpool is my side

LV: Definitely. After a time, you decided to come to the States then you started to blow up, right?

Natalie: Well you know what, we only did Floetry in England for 8 months. I was a performance poet, Marsha was song-writing and we never put what we had together, we just supported each other in our separate movements. We wanted to put some fun back into our struggle, you know…And one day, Marsha suggested “why don’t we do something together?”. We did and it was probably the only thing we didn’t plan, the only thing we didn’t try to control and, the first time we performed, we just turned to each other and knew that this was why we had known each other for such a long time, it’s exactly why we’ve been in each other’s arena for this period of time, ‘cause, in less than a year we were living in Philadelphia and writing songs for people and working side by side with our peers…it’s been a movement guided by the Most High, it just happened to be American that we came to for this leg, but it’s been a journey from the day we were born…and now, it’s just at this point that my mind says everyone’s just finding out.

LV: Yes, and they’re finding out in a big way. I’ve seen some of the people that you’ve worked with, can you go through some of those names quickly?

Natalie: Michael Jackson, Glen Lewis, Bilal, Macy Gray, Justin Timberlake, Mr. Cheeks, Journalist…we’re about to work with Busta Rhymes. There’s the live collaboration as well, we’ve been on the road with Common, Talib Kweli, Gangstarr, Erika Badu, India Arie, and that is very much a collaboration too as that’s a sharing of energy, you know…it’s been blessed…we’ve worked with the Roots and Jill Scott as well.

LV: Any artistes you want to work with?

Natalie: Always! You know, the ones that no one knows about, the ones that people know about, the seen, the unseen; whatever the Most High brings our way, we look forward to it. 

LV: For the future, what do you have coming up? Any new albums?

Natalie: Yeah, we have a new live album…

Marsha: The 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th albums, we’re just gonna keep creating and do wherever this journey takes us. It’s been pretty much a free-fall since we’ve come over to the USA, we were looking for a bigger stage then it turned into a record deal that gave us a wider audience to play to and now we have people who actually want to listen to Floetry. We feel like it’s an obligation and our responsibility to be as honest and true to our art as when we started out so it’s never going to change, it’s just gonna keep being as consistent as our friendship was for the past 14 years.

Natalie: Now that we’ve communicated this, and people are now aware of this channel, you get to back to the core of what it is you do. So, God willing, it’s just more breath and more creativity and whatever that is, be it the books that we write, or screenplays or scoring a movie or teaching or mentoring, becoming mothers, all these different things. So, it’s all creativity, you know. It’s a breath – we  are just intrigued about what comes next.

LV: So, at the end of the day, when people look back at Floetry and your career, what’s the mark you want to leave on the industry?

Natalie: We don’t want to make any marks on the industry, we prefer to make marks on people, and the state of their happiness and freedom of the mind. No one can issue you freedom, you have to take it for yourself…That’s not to give it back to us, it’s to give it back to the Most High….so really right now, it’s to allow people to free themselves and just emancipate themselves from the mental slavery that’s been lasting far too long. We do that by trying to be the word rather than spread the word, just be examples….not having the ego train or illusion of perfection but rather the reality of perfection…which is plus and minus, which is circle and square, which is all. So, we’ll just continue to be under the microscope as long as the Most High considers that what needs to be done.

LV. I look forward to seeing you doing Jah’s work and you’re getting the message out to the people ‘cause it’s definitely something they need to be hearing .

Natalie: Yeah, we just keep on going… it’s a blessing. 

LV: Thank you…

Floetry: One love.

